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i BRYANS PLAIN TALK
t

Paramount Questions iof
11DIscusses Platformthe Democratic

iEVILS OF REPUBLICAN POLICIES

J QlRtits of the People In United Sntca
nnd Acquired Territories IJmi

Ii
J gtrot Imperlnllum and Mill
Ji tarlnui The True llepubllc

In response to the tender of the nom
Ination for the presidency by the notl
fication committee of the democracy at
Indianapolis Wednesday August iS

jVilliam J Bryan said
Mr Chairman and Members ot the Notl

ficatlon Committee I shall at an early
day and In a more formal manner accept
the nomination which you tender and I
shall at that time discuss the various ques
tlons covered by the democratic platforrr
It may not be out of place however to
submit a few observations at this time
upon the general character of the contest
before us and upon the question whIch
Is declared to be of paramount Importance
In this campaign

When I say that the contest of 1900 Is ia
contest between democracy on the one hand
and plutocracy on the other I do not mean
to say that all our opponents have delib-
erately chosen to give to organized wealth
a predominating Influence In the affairs Of
the government but I do assert that on
th Important iiruis of the iar thc rub
Hcan party la JomUmUu by those IrSucncc
which constantly tend to elevate pecuniary
considerations and Ignore human rights

In 1859 Lincoln said that the republican
party believed In the man and the dollar
but that in case of conflict It believed In
the man before the dollar This is the
proper relation which should exist between
the two Man the handiwork of God
comes first money the handiwork of man
la of Interior Importance Man is the ma-

ter money the servant but upon all Im
portant questions today republican legis-
lation tends to make money the muter
and man the servant

The maxim of Jefferson equal rights to
All and special privileges to none and tne
doctrine of Lincoln that this should be A

government of the people by the people
and for the people are being disregarded
end the Instrumentalities of government
are being used to advance the Interests of
those who are In position to secure favors
from the government
pThe Venire of Democracy

The democratic party Is not making war
upon the honest acquisition of wealth It
bus vo desire to discourage Industry econ ¬

omy and thrift On the contrary it gives
to every citizen the greatest possible slim ¬

ulus tj honest toil when It promises hta
rottvtIon In thu enjoyment ot tha pro

reeds of his labor Property rights are
mot sure when human rights are r
sped Democracy strives for a civilize ¬

tion In which evry member of society
will hare according to his merits

No ont hits a right to expect from so¬

ciety more than a fair compensation for
the service which he renders to society
If he secures mrr It Is at the expense
of some one else It IIB no Injustice to him
to prevent his ding Injustice to another
1o him who wuldeither through class
leyilaUon ur In the absence of necessarv
ecisiutlor treeless upon the rights cf an
crlr the democratic larty says Thou
Lat nut

Itepubllcnn Excuse
Against us are arrayt a comparatively

email but politically end financially pow-

erful
¬

number s Vn i aily profit by n pub ¬

lican pollcirs but wih them are Mujiaid
a larxe number vL because of thfir at
taihtmrt ti thtir Iprty name are givingtlftheItl ltu whv u il to advocate liirft
alim riw try i irnvlnn themv
that lilt gold stat nril IsI Ioj republicans
win wie formeriv iiitifliJ tothe ren
baik ar now a king an excuM for Rlv
Ing iaional bank control of the nation
pap r money Ivdanoi who uiil to
b3t that the r puMiran party was py
irn fl the national debt are now looking
tor ri rii to sip rt a perpEtual ard In
erejlf Jbt republican who formerly
aLtrred a trust now beguile themselves
with he dlu lon that there are good trusts
end Ilad trusts while in their mind the
sine between the two 1is becoming more
aiJ more obscure republicans who In
times past congratulated the country upon
the small expense of our standing army
are row making light of the objections
whiih are urged against a large Increase
in the permanent military establishment
republican who gloried in our Independ ¬

ere when the nation was less powerful
row look with favor upon a foreign al
llajt republicans who thre > aia agon-

T mretj forcible annexation a Im
rr Til and even rimiral are nos cure
tJiii it it both immoral and criminal to
o r f T Ibleait x itlon That paitiyan
rtt already tai1 many to pnent
4SiK r M fifiiin hw large a j riin
2 th publican par > <ar be drawl o > r
ti 1 iew poll r mall R h LJ-Fr a time re j 1111 leadrn wii ii
Ci to denyI opponent the rUut t-

ri ie the PhVIhe pph y of in id
Oil ion bi 11 investiuatlon thiy-
uI j cjtt both Iin anl lay isrt

1 xrd yr ilt I nt a-

pr JurlnjIi lreri > i f th NKx
j iii ar-

JfI 1 ma I ti iu 11 an-
lJI10 a c r irl jltr p r-

rl V th thoIr n lUehtl th
I 1 11 tl I ri riijittIl a pI rm-

tr r jart lliih aiii t v tj I

11111 arJ II iratjlailon
ii i I riiptlng 0111 ii-

t I Pjou the tr3 tj U x inr U ise which i zv v the very ntrjiure
t r uovernn I the republican lead
r glV ntw as H ic of their at uPin

v1I t of the carr jIaIH of the pany and
or trair rumple cubierviency to punj-
ury nol ratJ

o IMIIOU
But they shall not be permitted to evade

tlie stupendous itt farreai hln Isifje
vhlih they have ieiiberatclyi brought into
the arena of polic When the tire I

Sll jrtid by pratlcally unarffou
Vote of the ho ie arid nennte eyredu-

nuit a war will ripain for the purpe of
iildlnK the truiiin patriots of ul a
th ountry wlliiout regard to party a ir
Ijlauld Althoiirli the democrat nrcog
ilz d that the administration would DSC

= oaiii KOIIIi H poniuai aivantaice ro-

th nlut of a war which In the Very
nature of the cane must IXIfl end In Ii
con t victory th vd with the rs
pxirmcnnH in ins pjpiort whiuii Iivto the prtiacnt tw the war was
ovrr and the republican leaders began to
jBUggest the propriety of a colonial policy
opposition at once manlfuHtw itself

a When the president finally laid before the
J enate a treaty which recognized the In

dependence of Cuba but provided for the
cession of the Philippine Islands to the

l United States the menace of imperIalism
became so apparent that many preferred
to reject the treaty and risk the Ills that
might follow rather than take the chance
of correcting the errors of the treaty b
the Independent action of this country

Truil lu the Pwoiile
I was among the number of those whf

believed It better to ratify the treaty am
end the war release the volunteers re-

move the excuse for war expenditures ant
then give to the Filipinos the Indepen-

dence which might be forced from Spall
i by a new treaty

i la ylow of the criticism which my ac

tlen aroused In some qaartfrs I tako this
occasion to restate the reasons given nt
that time I thought It safer to trust the
American people to give Independence Ito
the Filipinos than to trust the accorr
pllshment of that purpose to diplomacy
with an unfriendly nation Lincoln em
bodied an argument In the question when
he asked Can aliens make treaties
easier than friends can make lawsT I
believe that we are now In a better post
tlon to wage a successful contest agaInst
Imperialism than we would have been
had the treaty been rejected With the
treaty ratified a clean cut Issue Is pre-
sented between a government by consent
and o government by force and Imperial
Ists must boar the responsibility for all
that happens until the question is settled
If the treaty had been rejected the op
ponents of imperialism would have been
held responsible for any International
complications which might have arisen
before the ratification of another treaty
But whatever differences of opinion may
have existed as to the best method of op
posing the colonial policy there never wa s
any difference as to the great Importance
of the question and there Is no dtfferenc
now as to the course to be pursued

Promise to the Filipino
The title of Spain being extinguished

we were at liberty to deal with the Fili-
pinos according to American principles
The Bacon resolution Introduced a month
before hostilities broke out at Manila
promised Independence to the Filipinos on
the same terms that It was promised to
the Cubans I supported this resolution
and believe that Its adoption prior to the
breaking out of hostilities would have
prevented bloodshed and that Its adop
tlon at any subsequent time would have
ended hostilities-

If the treaty had been rejected consld
erable time would have necessarily
elapsed before a new treaty could have
been agreed upon and ratified and during
that time the question wonld have been
agitating the public mind If the Bacon
resolution had been adopted by the senate
and carried out by the president either
at the time of the ratification of the
treaty or at any time afterwards It would
have taken the question of Imperialist
out of politics and left the American peo-

ple free to deal with their domestic prob-

lems But the resolution was defeated by
the vote of the republican vice president
and from that time to this a republican
congress has refused to take any action
whatever In the mattr

Cowardly AeeuaUo
When hostilities broke out at Manila

republican speakers and republican edit-

ors at once sought to lay the blame upon
those who had delayed the ratification ol
the treaty and during the progress of
the war the same republicans have ac-

cused the ppbheriU of Imperialism of giv-

Ing encouragement to the Filipinos This
Is a cowardly evasion of responsibilitytoholdand imitate European empires In the gov-

ernment of colonies the republican party
oUght to state Its position and defend It
but It rifIlU qxp sjvtbjyfubjettf races tU

protest ftgslnft sUdrf apoljcy ahl tp resist
to the extent of their ability The Filipino
do nornd any anootiraEement from Amer-
Icana now living Our whole history has
bsen an encouragement not only to the
Filipino but to all who are denied a voice
In their own government If the republic
ens are prepared to censure all who have
used language calculated to make tho
Filipinos hate foreign domination let them
couJemc the jpeechof Patrick Henry
When hi uttered that passionate appeal
dive mil liberty bLt1ve me death lid

exprened a sentiment which still echoes
In the hearts of men Let them censure
Jefferson of all the statesmen of history
none have used words so offensive to those
who would hold their fellows in political
bundage Let them censure Washington
who declared that the colonists must
choose between liberty and slavery Or
1If the statute of limitations has run against
the rtnj gf Henry and Jefferson and Wash
ligton let them censure Lincoln whose
Gettysburg speech will be quoted In de
fer e of popular government when the
present advocates of force and conquest
are forgotten

Some one has said that a truth once
spoken can never be recalled It Is true
It goes on and on and no one can set aI
limit to Its ever widening Influence But
If It were possible to obliterate every word
written or spoken In defense of the prin ¬

ciple set forth In the declaration of in ¬

dependence a war of conquest would still
leave Its legacy of perpetual hatred for
It was God Himself who placed in every
human heart the love of liberty He never
made a race of people so low In the scalo
of civilization or Intelligence that It would
welcome a foreign master

Lincoln said that the safety of this nation
was not In its fleets Its armies or Ha forts
but in the spirit which prizes liberty und
the heritage of all men in all lands every¬

where and be warned his countrymen that
they could not destroy this spirit without
planting the seeds of despotism at their
own doors

Those who would have this nation en¬

ter upon a career of empire must consider
not only the effect of Imperialism on the
Filipinos but they must also calculate Its
effect upon our own nation We cannot
repudiate tho principle of self guv em ¬

inent In the Philippines without weaken ¬

ing that principle her-
InrulyxinK Imperialism

Even now we are beginning to see the
paralyzing Influence of Imperialism Here ¬

tofore this nation has been prompt to ox
preen lu sympathy with those who were
righting for civil liberty While our sphere
of activity has been limited to the west¬

ern hemisphere our sympathies have not
been bounded by the seas We have felt
It due to ourselves and to the world us
well as to those who were struggling for
the right to govern themselves to pro-
claim

¬

the Interest which our people have
from the date of their own Independence
felt In every contest between human
rights and arbitrary power Threequar ¬

ten of a century ago when our nation
naii email the struggles of Greece
aroused our people and Webster and Clay
gave elo iufcnt expression to the universal
desIre for Grecian Independence In UK
all partien manifested a lively Interest
in thi uccfcs of the Cubans but now
whet a war ie In progress in South At ri-

Ca

¬

which must result In the extension of
the monarch Idea or In the triumph of
a republic the advocates of Imperialism
In this country dare not say a word in
behalf of the Hor Sympathy for th-
eIr 4oc nt arts from any unfrlend
linac isward England the American pea
toe art not unfriendly toward the people
of any nation This sympathy Is due to

I tbt fat that u staled In our platform
WI brttOT la the printlil of selfgovern

I Mat and reject as 414 our forefathers
tnaUantI pUcatioi of the i rn ja art forth In

the 4raratvn of tn1endini It Will
I ks tM presUge and Influence which It
I

tiMm erjoye1 asiri the nations as an ex
I potMtat Of popular government
I Our opponent cbadJul of the weak
I sen of ttrfr cauu Mk tu onfueu im

pvrlaJUra with e paiu io I1 all hav liven
dared Iti claim Jefferv a> a supporter-
of their policy Jefferson spoke so freely
and used lauguK wRit such precision
that no one can be isiurant of his views
On one occasion he dnclared If there
be one principle more deeply rooted than

I any other in the mind uf every American
It is that we should have nothing to dc

I with conquest And again he said on
quest is not In our principles It Is In-

consistent with our K vernmtmt
blight lUnd ol Uxpaunliin

I The forcible annexation of territory to
I be governed by arbitrary power differs at

much from the acquisition of territory to
i

I be built up Into aisles as a monarchy dlf
tera from a democracy The democratic
party does not oppose expansion whet

1 expansion enlarges the area of the repub
lie anti Incorporates land which caa bi

settled by American cltlzehsl or l1ddll totobecomecharging their duties as such The acqui-
sition of the Louisiana territory FlorIda

JbetJI
I

republic and time copstitution tollowed the
flag Into the new territory It Is now pro-
posed to seize upon distant territory alrely more densely populated than our own
country and to force upon the people a
government for which there Is no war-
rant In our constitution or our laws Even
the argument that this earth belongs to
those who desire to cultivate It and have
the physical power to acquire It cannot
be invoked to justify the appropriation ot
the Philippine islands by the United State
If the Islands were uninhabited American
citizens would not be willing to so thero
and till the soil The white race will not
live so near the equator Other nation
have tried to colonize In the same latitude
The Netherlands have controlled Java Yo
300 year and yet today there are less
than GOOOO people of European birth scat-
tered among 23000000 natives After a
century and a half of English domination
In India less than onetwentieth ot one
per cent of the people of India are of Eng-
lish birth and It requires an army of 70000
British soldiers to take care of the tax
Rnll ctor pinI has asserted title to the
Philippine Islands for three centuries and
yet when our fleet entered Manila bay
there were less than 10000 Spaniards re-
siding In the Philippines-

A colonial policy means that we shall
send to the Philippines a few traders a few
taskmasters and a few office holders and
an army large enough to support tlTe au-
thority of a small fraction of the people
while they rule the natives

Increase In HeiculnV Army
It we have an imperial policy we must

have a large standing army as its natural
and necessary complement The spirit
which will justify the forcible annexation
of the Philippine islands will justify the
seizure of other Islands and the domina-
tion of other people and with wars of con
quest we can expect a certain If not rapid
growth of our military establishment
That a large permanent Increase in our
regular army Is Intended by the repub
lican leaders Is not a mere matter of con
jecture but a matter of rat In his mcs
sage of December 5 1893 the president
asked for authority to Increase the stand
Ing army to 100000 In 19S the army con-
tained about 25000 men Within two years
the president asked for four times thatmany and a republican house of repre
sentatives complied with the request after
the Spanish treaty had been signed and
no country was at war with the United
States It such an army is damainl oi
when an Imperial policy Is contemplated
but not openly avowed what may be ex
pected If the people encourage the republic-
an party by Indorsing Its policy at the polls
A large standing army Is not only a pe
cuniary burden to the people and If accom
panied by compulsory service a constant
source of Irritation but It Is ever j menace
to a republican form of government The
army Is the personification of force and
militarism will Inevitably change the Ideals
of the people and turn the thoughts of our
young iiiea from the arts of peace to the
science of war The government which
relies for Its detense upon Its citizens Is
more likely to be Just than one which has
at call a large body of professional sol-
diers A small standing army and a well
equipped and well disciplined state militia
are sufficient In ordinary times and In an
emergency the nation should In the future
as In thepast place Its dependence upon the
volunteers who qome from afl occupAtions
at their country call and return to pro
ductlvo labor when their services are no
longer requiredmen who fight when the
country needs lighters and work when
the country needs workers >

Statti of tIc Filipinos
The republican platform assumes that

the Philippine Islands will bb retained un
der American sovereignty and we havea right to demand of the republican lead
org a discussion of the future status ot
the Filipino Is he to be a citizen or ia
subject Are we to bring Into the body
politic 8000000 or 10000000 Asiatics so
different from us In race mid history that
amalgamation Is Impossible Are they
to share with us In making the laws anti
shaping the destiny of this nation No
republican of prominence has been boldpropositionThe
senate Immediately after the ratification
of the treaty expressly negatives this
Idea The democratic platform describes
the situation when It says that the Fill
Pino cannot Be citizens without endan-
gering our civilization Who will dispute
lIT And what Is the alternative If the
Filipino is not to be a citizen shall we
make him a subject On that question
the democratic platform speaks with em ¬

phasis It declares that the Filipino can ¬

not be a subject without endangering our
form of government A republic can
have no subjects A subject Is possible
only In a government resting upon force
be Is unknown In a government deriving
Its just powers from the consent of the
governed The republican platform says
that the largest measure of selfgovern ¬

ment consistent with their welfare and
Our duties shall be secured to them the
Filipinos by law This Is a strange doc-

trine
¬

for a Government which owes Its
Very existence to tho men who offered
their lives as a protest against govern ¬

ment without consent and taxation with ¬

out representation In what respect does
the position of the republican party differ
frpm the position taken by the English
gdvernment In 1776 Did not the English
gqvernment promise a good government
to the colonists What king ever prom ¬

ised a bad government to his peo
pl 7 Did not tho English govern ¬

ment promise that the colonists should
hate the largest measure of selfgovern ¬

inept consistent with their welfare and
EnlIsh duties Did not the Spanish gov ¬

eminent promise to give to the Cubans
the largest measure of Beltgovernment
consistent with their welfare and Spanish
duties The whole difference between a
monarchy and a republic may be summed

one sentence In a monarchy theUIIII gives to the people what he believes
to bo a good government In a republic
the l > ople secufe for themselves what
they believe to be a good government
The republican party has accepted the Eu ¬

ropean Idea and planted Itself upon the
ground taken by George III and by every
ruler who distrusts the capacity ot the
people for selfgovernment or denies them
a voice In their own affairs
The ilrcjilileutK Will the Only law

The republican platform promises that
some jneasure of selfgovernment Is to be
given to the Filipinos by law but even
this pledge Is not fulfilled Nearly 16
motitiU elapsed after the ratification of the
treaty before the adjournment of congress
lat Jnc and yet nu hew woe passed deal
Ing with the Philippine situation The will
of the president hus been the only law
In the lhlllppin islands wherever the
American authority extends Why does
the republican party hesitate to legislate
upon the Philippine question Because a
law would disclose the radical departure
from history and precedent contemplated
by thosu who control tIme republican party
The storm otproteit which greeted the
Iorto lllcan bill was an Indication of what
may be expected when the American peo ¬

pie are brought face to fuce with legisla¬

Ion upon this subject It the Porto Itlcans
who welcome annexation ure to be de ¬

nied the guarantees of our constitution
what Is to be the lot of the Filipinos who
resisted our authority It secret Influ ¬

cones could compel a disregard of our plain
duty toward friendly people living near
our shore what treatment will thoso same
influences provide for unfriendly people
7000 miis away It In this country where
the people have the right toVot1 repub¬

lican lcCr dare not tat tile clue or the
people against the great monopolies which

I have grown up within the last few years
how can they ba trusted to protect the
Filipinos from the corporations which are

I

wallln to tOt the Umuuni
I Is the aunllght of full citizenship to be
I
I enjoyed by the people of the United States
I and tha urlllgnt of E iiilcltiz nshlp en ¬
I
I lured by the people of Iorto Rico while
II the thick darkness of perpetual vassalage
covers the Philippines The Porto Rico

I tariff law asserts the doctrlno that the
I
I operation of the constitution Is confined
II to the IS states Tho democratic party dis¬

hubs this doctrine and denounces It as
repugnant to both the letter and splrltof
our organic law There IIs no placo In our

I system of government for the deposit of
arbitrary and irresponsible power That
tho leaders of a great party should claim
for any president or congress the right to
treat millions of people as mere posses¬

sloe and deal with thorn unrestrained
by the constitution or the bill of rights
shows how far we have already departfd-
from the ancient landmark and indicates
what may be expected It this nation de ¬

I liberately enters upon a career of empire
Fits territorial form of government Iis tern ¬

porary and preparatory and the chief
security a citizen of a territory has Is found

I
LA time tact that ae enjoys the same con

I

I

I stltutlonnl guarantees and is subject to
the same general laws asa citizen OVa

jj state Take security und his
rights will befaInted and his interest
sacrificed at the demand of those whfliavpolitical influence This is the evil t f the
colonial system no matter by what nation-
It Is applied

Title to the Philippine
Philippinelande fs

by
conquest Did we buy them or did we
take them Did We purchase the pea
pie It not how did we secure

I title to them Were they thrownrepublicans
amid whoa that earth Is molded by tileI
Divine hand and stamped with the like

InKtureIpasses governments
derive their just powers from the con-
sent of the governed It is Impossible to
secure title to people either by force orSpalnstitlemust hold It by some method consistent
with our Ideas of government When we
made allies of the Filipinos and armeddisputedSpalns
are not Innocent purchasers But even
If we had not disputed Spains title she
could transfer no greater tltie than she
had and her title was based on force
alone We cannot defend such a title but
as Spain gave us a quit claim deed we
can honorably turn the property over tu
the party in possession Whether any
American official gave the Filipinos for-
mal assurance pf Independence la not
material There can be no doubt that we
accepted and utilized the services of the
Filipinos and that when we did so we had
full knowledge that they were fighting
for their own Independence and I submit
that history furnishes no example of
turpitude baser than ours If we nw tub

IyoKeLetwhich have been given In support of ar
imperialistic policy Some say that It IIt
our duty to hold the Philippine Islands
But duty la not an argument It Isi a con
clusion To ascertain what our duty Is
In any emergency we must apply well
settled and generally accented principles
it is our duty to avoid stealing no matter
whether the thing to be stolen Is of great
or little value It Is our duty to avoid
killing a human being no matter where
the human being lives or to what race
or class he belongs Everyone recognizes
the obligation Imposed upon Individuals to
observe both the human and moral laws
but as some deny the application of those
laws to nations It may not be out of
place to quote the opinion of others Jet¬

ferson than whom there Is no higher po-
litical

¬

authority said
I know of but one code of morality for

men whether acting singly or collec ¬

tively °

Frankllti whose learning wisdom and
virtue are a part ot the priceless legacy
bequeathed to im from the revolutionary
days expressed the fame Idea In even
stronger language when he said

Justice Is jaa strictly due between
neighbor nations aa between neighboralrobberakeslalMen may dar todo In crowds what they
IUIlpdlvldualsttutthe
termined by the number those who join
In It Force can defend a right but
lies slaver yet created drlght If HforceII

true aa declared In the resolutions
tervention that the Cubans are arid of
right ought to be free and Independent
language taken rotS the declaration of

Independence It Is equally true that the
Filipinos are and of slight ought tobefrea
and Independent The rlghtof the Cubans
to freedom was not based upon their prox ¬

imity to theUnited States nor upon the
language which they spoke nor jt upon
the race or races to which theybelonged
Congress by a practically unanimous vote
declared that the principles enunciated nt
Philadelphia In juG were stilt alive and
applicable to the CubanS

who will draw a line between the naturalFilipinosWho
to liberty and that the latter has no rights
which we are bound to respect And It theIIFilipinos are and of right ought to
free and Independent what right have
to force our government upon them wejj

out their consent Before our duty can be
ascertained their rights must be
mined and when their rights are deterI
termined It Is as much our duty to respect
those rights as It was the duty of Spain
to respect the rights of the people of Cuba
or the duty of England to respectthe
rights Of the American colonists Rights
never conflict duties never clash Can
It be our duty to usurp political rights
which belong to others Can It be our duty
to kill those who following the exampleenoughtoSome poet has described the terror which
overcame a soldier who In the midst of
battle discovered that he had slain hIs
brother It Is written All ye are breth ¬

ren Let us hope for the coming of the
day when human life which when once
destroyed cannot be restoredwill be so
sacred that It will never be taken except
when necessary to punish a crime already
committed or to prevent a crlm6 about
to be committed-

If It Is said that we have assumed before
tile world obligations which make It neces ¬

sary for us to permanently maintain a
government In the Philippine Island I
reply first that the highest obligation ot
this nation Is to be true to Itself No obli ¬

gation to any particular nation or to all
nations combined can require the abandon ¬

ment of our theory of government and the
substitution of doctrines against whichprotestAndFilipinos who Inhabit the lislands are
greater than any obligations which we can
owe to foreigners who have a temporary
residence In the Philippines or dcslro to
trade there

Capnolty of SelfOovernmtnt
It Is argued by some that tho Filipinos

are Incapable of selfgovernment and
that therefore we owe It to the world to
take control of them Admiral Dewey in an
official report to the navy department de-
clared

¬

the Flllolnos moro capable of self
government than the Cubans and said
that he based his opinion upon a knowl ¬

edge of both races But I will not rest
the case upon the relative advancement
of the Filipinos Henry Clay in defend ¬

ing the rights of the people of South
America to Beltgovernment said

It Is the doctrine of thrones that man
Is too Ignorant to govern himself Their
partisans assert his Incapacity In refer-
ence

¬

to all nations If they cannot com ¬propositionIt
and our pride and our presumption too
often make converts of us I contend
that It Is to arraign the disposition atIProvidence Himself to suppose that HegoverniIngbykIngsgovernment of man naturalI

Clay was right There are degrees
of proficiency In the art of selfgovern ¬

ment but It IsI a reflection upon the Crea¬

tor to say that He denied to any people
the capacity of selfgovernment Once
admit that some peoplo are capable of
selfgovernment nnd that others are not
and that the capable people have a right
to seize upon and govern the Incapable
and you make force brute force the only
foundation of government and invite the
reign ot the despot I am not will
Ing to believe that an allwise and an
allloving God created the Filipinos anti
tlieu fiLl iiiem thousands of years helpless
until the Islands attracted the attention
of European nations-

Republicans ask Shall we haul down
the hag that floats over nor dtsi is the
Philippines The same question might
have been asked when the American flag
floated over Chnnultepec and waved over
the dead who fell theretO but the tourist
who vIsits the City exlco finds there
a national cemetery owned by the United
States and cared for by an American
citizen Our flag Btlll floats over our
dead but when the treaty with Mexico
was signed American authority withdrew
to the lllo Grande and I venture the
opinion that during the last 60 years the
people of Mexico have made mere progress
under the stimulus ot Independence and
selfgovernment than they would have
made under a carpetbag government held
In place by bayonets The United States
and Mexico friendly republics are each
stronger and happier than they would

InndIdisguised as benevolent assimila
IllCY

Uesponslbllltr of the Nation
Can we not govern colonies we are

asked The question Is not what we can
do but what we ought to do This nation

w

can do whatever It desires to do but IIt
must accept responslbllltyfor what It doesjthepeopletpeat the nation can do whatever It desires
to do but It cannot avoid the natural and
legitimate results of its own conduct ThemnjorltyI
conslderslcred lie can disobey the laws
of the state the laws of society and the
laws of God He can stamp failure upon
his life and make his very existence a curse
to his fellow men and he can bring his
tether nnd mother In sorrow to the grave
but he cannot annul the sentence The
wages of sin Is death And so with this
nation It Is of age and It can do what It
pleases It can spurn the traditions of the
past It can repudiate the principles upon
which the nation rests It can employ force
Instead of reason It can substitute might
for right It can conquer weaker people
It can exploit their lands appropriate their
property and kill their people but It cannot
repeal the moral taw or escape the punish
ment decreed for the violation of human
rightstyrannyIlibertyHis
Would we win as the strong have ever won

Make ready to pay the debt
For the God who reigned over Babylon

I the Qed who 1 rnIntngyt
Some arguo that American rule In the

Philippine islands will result In the better
education of tile Filipinos Be not de-
ceived If we expect to maintain a colon-
Ial policy we shall not find It to our ad
vantage to educate the people The edu
cated Filipinos are now In revolt against
UK and the most Ignorant ones have made
the least resistance to our domination It
we are to govern them without their con
sent and give them no voice In determining
the taxes which they must pay we dare not
educate them lest they learn to irsad the
declaration of independence and the con-
stitution ot the United States and mock

InconsistencyThe however ad-
vanced by those who enter upon a defense
of tapcrtalism are-

First That we must Improve the presentandImake it necessary for us to hold the Is
permanentlyThirdspread of the Christian

religion will be facilitated by a colonial
policyFourth That there Is no honorable re
treat from the position which the nation
has taken

The first argument Is addressed to the
nations pride and the second to the na
tions pocketbook The third Is Intended
for the church member and the fourth for
the partisan

Growth of n Principle
It Iis a sufficient answer to tho flr t argii

ment tu say that for more than a century
this nation has been a world power For

otentInfiuencebeen a world power but It has done more
to affect the politics of the human race
than all the other nations ot the world
combined Because our declaration of in
dependence w promulgated others have
been promulgated Because the patriots
of 1776 fought for liberty others have
fought for it because our constitution
was adopted other constitutions have
been adopted The growth of the princi-
ple of selfgovernment planted on Amer
ican soil has been tho iovershadfrwlnEcenturyItplaceInever enjoyed Nothing has been able toIIam not that nation snail cast
aside the omnipotent weapon of truth to
seize again the weapon ot physical war ¬

fare i would not exchange the glory of
this republic for the glory of all the em-
pires

¬

that have risen and fallen since timebegan
Tho permanent chairman of the last re-

publican
¬

national convention presented
the pecuniary argument in all its bold ¬

ness when ho said
We make no hypocritical pretenses of

being interested in the Philippines solely
on account of others While we regard
the welfare of these people as a sacred
trust we regard the welfare of the Amer¬

loan people first We see our duty to our¬

selves as well as to others We believe
In trade expansion By every legitimate
means within the province of government
and constitution we mean to stimulate
the expansion of our trade and open
new marketsC

This Is tho commercial argument It
Is based upon the theory that war can
be rightly waged for pecuniary advan ¬

tage and that it Is profitable to purchase
trade by force and violence Franklin de ¬

nied both of these propositions When
Lord Howe asserted that the acts of par-
lIament

¬

which brought on the revolution
were necessary to prevent American trade
from passing Into foreign channels
Franklin reollcd

To mo It seems that neither the ob ¬

taming nor retaining of any trade how
valuable soever Is an object for which
men may justly spill each others blood
that the true and sure means of extend ¬

ing and securing commerce are the good-
ness

¬

and cheapness of commodities and
that the profits of no trade can ever be
equal to the expense of compelling It and
holding It by fleets and armies I con ¬

sider this war against us therefore as
both unjust and unwise

I place the philosophy of Franklin
against the sordid doctrine of those who
would put B price upon the life of an
American soldier and justify a war of
conquest upon the ground that it will pay
The democratic party Is In favor of the
expansion of trades It would extend our
trade by every legitimate and peaceful
means but It Is not willing to make mer-
chandise

¬

ot human blood
But a war ot conquest Is as unwise as

it Is unrighteous A harbor and coaling
station In the Philippines would answer
every trade and military necessity and
such a concession could have been secured
at any time without difficulty

It In not necessary to own people In or-
der

¬

to trade with them We carryon
trade today with every Part of the world
and our commerce has expanded more
rapidly than the commerce of any Euro ¬

pean empire We do not own Japan or
China but we trado with their people We
have not absorbed the republics of Cen ¬

tral and South America but we trade
with them It has not been necessary to
have any political connections with Can ¬

ada or the nations of Europe In order to
trade with them Trade cannot be per-
manently

¬

profitable unless It Is volun ¬

tary When trade Is secured by force the
cost of securing It and retaining It must
be taken out of the prttilts and the profits
are never large enough to cover the ex-
pense

¬

Such a system would never be de-
fended

¬

but for the fact that the expense
Is borne by all tho people while the prof
Its are enjoyed by the few

Evil of luipcrtnllim
Imperialism would be profitable to the

army contractors It would be profitable
to the who would carry live
soldiers to the PhilIppines and bring dead
soldiers back it would be profitable to
those who would seize upon the franchises
and It would be profitable to the officials
whose salaries would be fixed here and
paid over there but to the farmer to the
laboring man and to the vast majority of
those engaged In other occupations it
would bring expenditure without return
anti rUV without reward

Farmers and laboring men have as a
rule small Incomes and under systems
which place the tax upon all consumption
pay more than their fair share of the expscs cf oiV iiiii uU Thus tns very peo ¬

pIe who receive least benefit from Im ¬

perialism will ba injured roost by the mil ¬

itary burdens which accompany it
In addition to the evils which he and the

farmer share In common the laboring man
will be the first to suffer If oriental subjects
seek work In the United States the first
to suffer If American capital leaves our
shores to employ oriental labor In th
Philippines to supply the trade of China
and Japan the first to suffer from the
violence which the military spirit arouses
and the first to suffer when the methods
of imperialism are applied to our own
governmentIt therefore that the labor
organizations have been quick to note the
approach of these dangers and prompt to
protest against both militarism and Im ¬

perialism
The pecuniary argument though more

effective with certain classes is not likely
to be used so often or presented with so
much emphasis as the religious argument
If what has been termed the gunpowder
gospel were urged against the Filipinos
only It would be a sufficient answer to say
that a majority ot tile Filipinos ard now

U

fthc ThrleU
members dl one branch isInvolvedthe princIplechurCh but and chldfl1of much wIder appllcatiofl
serious consIderatIon vaniCs inargumentTIme religiouS that ProvId0Sa-
delirencti

belierfloss from a paisWe handIlHtile Filipinos iptO our
and our glory tO the exultatiOa-

of
their good towho said that we oukiltthe mifiliter uPtil they
thrash the natives FilipinO5 that evenunderstand whd we are iid eVnjsiivtcautionbullet sent every

hag waved means righteousness

So flailing Gossih
of this doctrine inWe cannot approve

unless we are willing tO applyone place
it everywhere if there is poison in the

uitmmutely reachblood of the hand it will torciblethe heart It is equalirtrUa that
ChrIstIanity if planted under thetmertsaa

jaraway orient will soonerthehag in
later be transplanted upon American Mj

consists In carryifigChristianityIf true ofout in our dali lives the teachings
Christ who will say that we are
ed to civilize with dynamite and prsiYtc

larelie who would
rhelvinewm must prove his auWbrlty
either by Holy Writ or by evidence of

Go-

ye
The commandspecial dispensation

into all the world and preach the Gospel
has ro Gatiing tin nt-

tachment
to every creature village ofWhen Jesus visited a
Samaria and the people refused to receive
hIm some of the disciples suggested that
fire should be called nown from Heaven
to avenge the insult but the Master re-

butted whattnem and said Ye know not
manner of spirit ye are of for the Son of
Man Is not come to destroy mens lIves
but to save them Suppose He had sold

We will thrash them until they under
stand who we are how different would
have been the history of ChristlanltYt
Compare If you will the swaggerIng bul-

lying brutal doctrine of imperialism witit
tnt Golden Rule and the commaniaent

Thou shaft love thy neighbor as thy
selfLove not force was the weapon of the
Nazarene sacrifice for others not the ex
ploitation of them was HIa method of
reaching the human heart A missionary
recently told me that the stars and stripes
once saved his life because his assailant
recognized our flag as a flag that had no
blood upon It Let It be known that our
missionaries are seeking souls Instead 0t
sovereignty let It be known that Instead
of being the advance guard of conquering
armies they are going forth to help and
to uplift having their loins girt about with
truth and their feet shod with the prepara ¬

tion of the Gospel of Peace wearing the
breastplate of righteousness and carrying
the sword of the Spirit let It be known that
they are the citizens ot a nation which
respects the rights ot the citizens of other
nations as carefully as it protects the rights
of Its own citizens and the welcome given
to our missioikries will be more cordial
than the welcome extended to the mission
arles of any Other nation

The argument made by some that It
was unfortunate for the nation that It
had anything to do with the Philippine
Islands but that the naval victory at Ma ¬

nila made the permanent acquisition ot
those islands necwmnry 1Is ao unbound
We won a victory at Santiago but that
did not compel us to hold Cuba The shed
ding of American blood In the Philippine
Islands ddes not nicks It Imperative that
we should retain possession forever Amen
ican blood was shed at San Juan hill and El
Cftneyi and yet the president has prom
Ised the Cubans Independence The fact
that the American flag floats over Manila
does not compel us to exercise perpetual
sovereignty over the illands that Sac
waves over Havana today but the pres
Went has promised to hauKIt down when
the flag of the Cuban republic Is ready to
rise In Its place Better a thousand times
that our flog In the orient give way to s
flag representing the Idea of selfaove nj
p rtthin that the nag of this republlo
sliould become the flag of an empire

An Honorable Solution
There Is an easy honest honorable solu ¬

tion of the Philippine question It Is set
forth In the democratic platform and It Is
submitted with confidence to the Ameri ¬

can people This plan I unreservedly in¬congressIiiinaugurated and recommend an imme-
diate declaration of the nations purpose
first to establish a stAle form of gov ¬

ernment in the Philippine Islands just as
we are now establishing a stable form oS
government In the Island of Cuba see
0mb to giverlpdependence to the Fiiiplos
Just as we have promised to give Inde
pendence to the Cubans third to protect
the Filipinos from outside Interference
while they work out their destiny Just
as WP have protected the republics oC
Central and South America anti are by
the Monroe doctrine pledged to protect
Cuba An European protectorate oftenbythegives to the nation protected the advan-
tage of our strength without making It
the victim ot our greed For threequar ¬

ters ot a century the Monroe doctrine has
been a shield to neighboring republicsburadened us in the war against Spain we could
not honorably turn them over to thetr
former masters we could not leave them
to be the victims ot the ambitious de
signs of the European nations and since
we do not desire to make them a part ot
us oc to hold them as subjects we pro¬
pose the only alternative namely to glvo
them independence and guard tneroy
against molestation from without

When our opponents are unable to de ifaflbackand Insist that we must submit to It na
matter how much It violates moral pre-
cepts and our principles of governmentobliterates¬

wrong and makes individuals and nations
the helpless victims of circumstances

Destiny Is the subterfuge ot the in¬

vertebrate who lacking the courage ta
oppose error seeks some plausible excusethedestinyeminent was deeply If not finally stakedAmerleanrepublicandefinitionWashington ¬

of our own nation but the destiny of therepublican terra of government through
out the world was Intrusted to AmericanThedestinyIts own people upon the success of thehumanity ¬

republic and no foreign Influence shouldWhattheone has authority to declare but each In¬
dividual has his own Idea of the nationsmission and ha owes It to his country as
well as to himself to contribute as best hamissionMrtheCommitteecountryinen ¬

generously bestowed upon me but sirshighofficedaysinbition and my controlling purpose to aid Inrealizing the high Ideals ot those whosebroughtthisI can conceive of a national destiny sur¬
passing the glories of the present and theresponsibilltiearepublie

InstrintIIreI ¬

IpropostII rfgiiithatamong
men to secure these rights that govern ¬theconsentIn which civil and religious liberty stimu
Iwhichtheaneighborswhicheveryono cares toarepublicaround are bowed beneath the weight ofwhoseflagonlyfizxponulationcivillawlion ¬unlvenialwhichshakesandinspirationBenoidsurelZbecomingthworldsarbitemofhistory like theastheantimon

I
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